jhn 288 The Holistic Nursing: Scope and Standards of Practice were first published by the American Holistic Nurses Association in conjunction with the American Nurses Association, marking the seminal point in bringing specialty status recognition for holistic nursing. In 2013, a second edition of our Scope and Standards of Practice was released. In addition to addressing the expectations of all holistic registered nurses, it specifies how the practice of holistic nursing is manifested in delivering quality care based on a whole person perspective. There are 16 standards defined and elaborated providing a mechanism for which nurses professing to practice holistic nursing may hold themselves accountable. A set of specific competencies provides measurement to assure evidence of minimal compliance with that standard.
Included in the Holistic Nursing: Scope and Standards of Practice, 2nd Edition (2013) are the following:
• The definition and scope of holistic nursing • An overview of the evolution, focus, philosophical underpinnings, and phenomenon of concern in holistic nursing • An in-depth discussion of the core values of holistic nursing • The practice settings and educational preparation of holistic nurses • A comprehensive look at issues and trends affecting holistic nursing • The standards and competencies of holistic nursing practice-both basic and advanced levels I am encouraging authors to consider these topics as a framework for publishing in the Journal of Holistic Nursing. By addressing these topics in the journal, we could advance the development of the practice of holistic nursing. Philosophical analyses of the definition and scope of holistic nursing could provide a context for exploring the dimensions of holistic nursing that have yet to be elaborated. The phenomena of concern to holistic nursing is worthy of exploration to explicate the nature of a whole person perspective in contrast to a focus on disease, diagnosis, and symptoms. We are in great need of contextualizing whole person phenomena as a context for developing the science and art of holistic nursing. Manuscripts that provide a description, consideration, and illumination of how core values are manifested in the practice of holistic nursing could further assist in the development of the ethics of our discipline. The proposition that holistic nursing transcends the setting of practice is a topic worthy of amplification. Manuscripts that offer an explanation of the pedagogies that foster holistic nursing inquiry, practice, and leadership would offer the opportunity to expand our appreciation of teaching and learning as a whole student venture. Issues and trends that are emerging in holistic nursing have not been fully explored to gain the insights we need to guide our decisions. An ongoing evaluation of the standards and competencies of holistic nursing practice at both the basic and advanced levels could provide more sophisticated ways of documenting the outcomes for persons and their families.
In making a call for manuscripts that address these key topics in holistic nursing and health care, I seek to elevate the relevance and meaningfulness of the journal. The published scope and standards could serve as a launching place for the creation of scholarship that informs the practice and science of holistic nursing. The themes resonate with an expanding appreciation and understanding of the role of holistic nursing as a major force in improving the health of all. 
